STATEMENT OF FACTS 


My work in Mexico was field work. I went to Enpalme to get a contract 
as a bracero. I got a control letter by picking cotton for a month and a 
half. I waited for five months before I got on the list. I went to El 
Centro to the government camp at that place I was examined for everything 
I was allright. Afterwards I got a contract and I was told to sign it. I 
tried to read the contract. Then that same day we left for Santa Barbara, 
All this took place in December 20, 1960. When I got to Santa Barbara, I 
went to the San Mareos camp. All of us were met by our representative, a 
man who worked for the camp, I was new picking lemons; they showed me how 
to pick. I got payed pretty quick, and I got a check stub, too. Insurance 
was deducted and my board also. In May of 1962, I got hurt. I fell from 
aladder. I hurt myself hard but I didn't say anything right away but after 
a day or two I felt real bad and told the foreman, The man they called our 
representative took me to see the company doctor, I explained to the doctor 
first about my eye that I hurt sometime before and about the pain in my side. 
The Doctor put some eye medicine in my eye. Then he looked at my side and 
felt me and said there was nothing wrong with my side. He gave me some white 
pills and told me to take them. I went to see the doctor a day later and I 
told him I was no better. I said to himI felt worse. He felt my side again 
and said that there wes nothing wrong. I felt real sick so I went to see a 


Mexican doctor in Sant a Barbara by the name of Lenus, This doctor Lenus saw 


me and felt my side and said to Me I had an hernia in my right side. 


He asked me if I had gone to see any doctor for the company and I said yes I 
had. He gave me a paper saying how much I owed him, five dollars. I went 
back to see the camp doctor, His name is Dr. Dodd, He examined me again and 


tried to push me out of the office then I told him I had seen Dr. Lenus and 


showed him the paper and I told him I had hernia. He looked at my side once 


more and said I was to ceme back the next Monday and talk with the camp manager, 
Mr. Villasenor, I went the next Monday and saw the doctor and the doctor said 

he had not seen Mr, Villasenor and to come back next day. I went the next day, 
Tuesday and I waited for Mr. Villasenor. Mr. Villasenor was just leaving the 

camp and I saw him and I called him. I talked with him and asked him his thinking 
about my injury and that the doctor had said my illness came at the time I was 
born and that this kind of illness the imsurance would not cure and pay for, He 
said I should report for work since the doctor told him that I could work, I 

said I had missed eleven days work already because I felt real sick. He said 

I should report for work next day and try to work. He said that if I didn't 

work he would report me to the Labor Department to be sent to Mexico. I said 

I would like to get well before going back to Mexico or to work. Then I told 

him I had seen another doctor in town, Then he said the camp doctor would take 

me to see a specialist. We went to see a specialist and the specialist saw me 

and talked to the camp doctor and he said one world many times Hernia, Hernia, 

The camp doctor he shake his head and the other doctor said Hernia and wrote on 

a paper, J saw Mr. Villasenor before they took me to the hospital for an operation. 
He told me that Braceros who were operated would not be contracted any more, never, 
He said to me that if I was not operated I could maybe be recontracted. I said 


I could not get recontracted because I had 18 months this time as a Bracero, 


The camp doctor said I should maybe think about the operation. He said the in- 
surance was going to spend a lot of money. I said I had payed insurance. 

Mr. Villasenor said to me that people never were good after an operation. I 

said I wanted to get well. On the 14th day of June I was operated, The only 
person that visited me was Mrs, Elvira Quiroga. When I was going to leave 

the hospital, no one came to take me out, the nurse called the company for me, 
All day I waited and at 4 o'clock they came for me. When I got out some time 
later the camp doctor asked me when I was going back to Mexico. I said to him 
when I got well, in about four weeks like the other doctor said. Mr. Villasenor 
said that my eye trouble was not going to be taken care of because it was from 
birth. I said to him I was allright in El Centro when they checked me. Mr. Villa- 
senor showed me a check. He said he would give me the check if I went back to 
Mexico, and that every day I stay in camp was costing me more because of the food. 
He toldre that two ways were for leaving to Mexico for me. Voluntary or by 
reporting me to the Department of Labor. I was told to report when ever I left 
the camp every day. Then a Mr. Stanford saw me, he said he was from the Department 
of Labor. He wanted to know why I had not talked to him about my troubles. 1s 
said to him I never knew I had a representative. Mr. Villasenor said to me I 
should say I had gotten my check before but I said no, He also wanted to know 
who was going to pay the lawyer, When I went to see about the state compensation. 
The check Mr. Villasenor gave me in front of Mr. Stanford I took to a bank for 


myself. I am now waiting for a hearing about disability compensation. 


This statement has been read to me and is true and correct to the best of my 


knowledge. 


